








			LACO/HQ/127 II











23 May 1995











Legal Advisory and Conveyancing Office


Circular Memorandum No. 13





Maintenance of Slopes in Industrial Lots


Deeds of Mutual Covenant (DMCs)








		Land Office Circular Memorandum No. 91 sets out the Guidelines for Deeds of Mutual Covenants (DMCs) which require LACO’s (formerly RG/LO) approval under the lease conditions.  Such Guidelines are expressed to be applicable for non-industrial developments consisting of a single tower or not more than four towers on a single podium.  Legal Advisory & Conveyancing Office Circular Memorandum No. 4 expands the set of Guidelines by adding one guideline concerning the inclusion of slope maintenance provisions in DMCs of those development where the lease conditions imposed slope maintenance obligations on the lot owners.  I also pointed out in LACO CM No. 9 that the set of Guidelines will apply to “all developments of whatever size, except where there are good reasons, in the opinion of LACO, to vary or otherwise depart from them in the case of specific complex developments”.





		Doubts have been expressed concerning the applicability of the Guidelines including LACO CM No. 4 for DMCs of industrial developments.  The purpose of this CM is to clarify LACO’s position on this point for the information of practitioners and their clients.  For all DMCs of industrial developments that require LACO’s approval under the lease conditions: -





(a)	The DMC should adhere to the Guidelines including the provisions in LACO CM No. 4 in so far as they are relevant to industrial type developments.


	


(b)	Subject to (c) below, the DMC must contain the slope maintenance provisions set out in LACO CM No. 4 if the relevant lease conditions contain the usual “cutting away” clause or impose specific slope maintenance obligations on the purchasers of the lot.


	


(c)	If LACO is satisfied that it is not practicable to show any slope on a plan as prescribed by LACO CM No. 4 relating to slope maintenance as there is no obvious slope either within or without the lot, the requirement for the annexure to the DMC of a plan showing the slope within or without the lot may be dispensed with.











		For the avoidance of doubt, the clarification sets out in this CM also applies to the DMCs of industrial and/or godown, or industrial/office development or other similar grants which contain slope maintenance and DMC obligations.
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