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		Legal Advisory and Conveyancing Office Circular Memorandum No. 4 dated 9 September 1993 contained a revised paragraph 27 for the Guidelines for drafting of DMCs attached to Land Office Circular Memorandum No. 91 for provisions as to maintenance of slopes and retaining walls, etc in accordance with the “Annual Maintenance Work on Slopes and Retaining Walls Within Private Property” issued by the Geotechnical Engineering Office.





2.		The Geotechnical Engineering office has recently issued a more comprehensive document named “Geoguide 5 - Guide to Slope Maintenance”, which presents a recommended standard of good practice for slope maintenance.  Accordingly such standard should be referred to in draft DMCs to be submitted to LACO for approval.





3.		With immediate effect paragraph 27 in the Guidelines for drafting DMCs is amended to read as follows:-





“27.	Provisions shall be included specifying clearly that the Owners shall at their own expense maintain and carry out all works in respect of any slopes, retaining walls or other structures within or outside the lot or estate as required by the Government Grant and in accordance with the “Geoguide 5 - Guide to Slope Maintenance” issued by the Geotechnical Engineering Office (as amended from time to time), which must be clearly specified in the DMC.  A plan showing these areas for identification purposes should be annexed to the DMC.  The Manager (which for this purpose shall include any Management Committee or Owners Corporation) shall be given full authority by the Owners to engage suitable qualified personnel to inspect, keep and maintain in good substantial repair and condition any slopes, retaining walls or other structures in compliance with the Government Grant and in particular in accordance with all guidelines issued from time to time by the appropriate Government department regarding the maintenance of  slopes, retaining walls and  related structures.  The DMC shall have adequate provisions for the payment to the Manager by all Owners of all costs lawfully incurred or to be incurred by it in carrying out such maintenance and repair.  The Manager shall not be made personally liable for carrying out any such requirements of the Government Grant which shall remain the responsibility of the Owners if, having used all reasonable endeavours, he has not been able to collect the costs of the required works from all Owners.”





4.		A copy of the said “Geoguide 5 - Guide to Slope Maintenance” may be obtained from the Geotechnical Engineering Office of the Civil Engineering Department direct for reference.





5.		There have been enquiries as to the intention of Legal Advisory & Conveyancing Office Circular Memorandum No. 13 dated 23 May 1995.  It is hereby confirmed that the terms of paragraphs 2(b) and (c) apply to both industrial (including industrial/ godown and industrial/ office) and non-industrial developments. 
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