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Notes on Hong Kong

On 1 July 1997, Hong Kong became a Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC). The PRC’s basic policies regarding the way in which Hong Kong is to be administered 
are set out in the Basic Law. Under the Basic Law, Hong Kong enjoys a high degree of autonomy for 
50 years aside from defence and foreign aff airs.

Back in the 1840’s, Hong Kong was a barren island with a small population of about 5 600 settling 
in the inland villages and on fi shing boats. Nevertheless, being blessed with a natural harbour, the 
Victoria Harbour, Hong Kong soon became an important entrepôt on the trade route between the east 
and the west. Its population grew from 333 000 in 1851 to 880 000 in 1931, with 95% of them being of 
Chinese descent from China. In the mid-1950’s, its population had grown to 2.2 million. It has further 
increased to the current level of 7.40 million over the last decades.

From what was once regarded as an uninviting prospect for settlement, Hong Kong has been 
transformed into a modern, vibrant and cosmopolitan city. Besides, it is one of the most important 
international fi nancial and business centres in the world. As the gateway between Mainland China and 
the rest of the world, Hong Kong is committed to the provision of a wide range of services and facilities 
to the local and international customers and investors in support of their participation in the economic 
development in China in the years to come.

 

Hong Kong, which stands for ‘Fragrant Harbour’, is situated at the mouth of the Pearl River (Zhu 
Jiang) on the south coast of China. It is about 130 kilometres to the southeast of Guangzhou; 1 200 
kilometres to the southwest of Shanghai; 1 100 kilometres to the northwest of Manila; 2 400 kilometres 
to the north of northeast of Singapore and 2 800 kilometres to the southwest of Tokyo.

The total land area of Hong Kong is about 1 114 square kilometres. For more details please refer to ‘The 
area of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region’.

The total population in mid-2022 was 7 291 600.

Hong Kong has a sub-tropical and monsoonal climate with cool dry winters and hot wet summers. 
The accumulative rainfall as of November this year is 2 147 mm, though most of the rain usually 
falls between May and September. Occasionally, it is aff ected by tropical cyclones between May and 
November. The mean temperature of Hong Kong ranges from 18°C in January to 30°C in July.

BUSES operate in the urban areas and the built-up areas of the New Territories. It is the primary public 
transport on the road.

RED MINIBUSES are passenger vans, coloured yellow with a red top, which ply unscheduled routes. 
In congested areas, the pick-up points are controlled. Elsewhere, passengers can board or alight at 
any location convenient to them. The destinations and fares are usually displayed on the windscreen 
of the vehicle.

GREEN MINIBUSES are passenger vans, coloured yellow with a green top, which ply scheduled 
routes in areas where franchised bus services are inadequate. Fares are depended on the distance. 

TAXIS (red) provide commuting services for most part of Hong Kong, except Tung Chung Road and 
roads in South Lantau. The fare is $27 for the first 2km, incremental charge for every subsequent 
200m is $1.9 up to 9km and $1.3 from 9km onwards. A surcharge is levied for the passage of toll 
tunnels, toll road or toll area.

TAXIS (green) provide commuting services for certain districts in the New Territories, including the 
Passenger Terminals and the Ground Transportation Centre of the International Airport, the Public 
Transport Interchange (PTI) at the Hong Kong Port of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB). 
The fare is $23.5 for the fi rst 2km, incremental charge for every subsequent 200m is $1.7 up to 8km 
and $1.3 from 8km onwards. A surcharge will be levied for the passage of toll tunnels, toll road or toll 
area.

TAXIS (blue) provide commuting services for Lantau Island, Chek Lap Kok and the PTI at the Hong 
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Kong Port of the HZMB. The fare is $22 for the fi rst 2km, incremental charge for every subsequent 200m is 
$1.7 up to 20km and $1.5 from 20km onwards.

FERRIES Cross-harbour ferry services are available to passengers who wish to travel between Hong Kong 
Island and Kowloon by sea. There are also ferry services for the outlying islands such as Cheung Chau, Peng 
Chau, Mui Wo and Lamma Island. The fares are depended on the distance and type of vessel. There is ferry 
service running between Central (Hong Kong) and Discovery Bay (Lantau Island). 

Besides, there are hydrofoils, hoverferries, catamarans and large conventional ferries which provide frequent 
and regular commuting services between Hong Kong and its neighbouring cities, e.g. Macau, Guangzhou and 
other major cities in the Pearl River Delta (Zhu Jiang Delta). For detailed information about these services, 
passengers can phone the ferry operators and travel agents, or visit their web pages.

TRAMS run only along the northern side of Hong Kong Island (between Kennedy Town and Shau Kei Wan), 
and around the Happy Valley racecourse. Passengers travelling on the upper deck can enjoy an excellent view 
of the city. The fare for adult is $3 per single trip.

PEAK TRAM is a funicular railway service which plies between Central and Victoria Peak. It consists of two 
cars, each capable of carrying 210 passengers. They are set into motion at the same time so that when one 
car is ascending, the other car will be descending. Passengers can enjoy the spectacular views of the Victoria 
Harbour and the city skyline. The fare for adult is $62 per single trip.

NGONG PING CABLE CAR connects downtown Tung Chung and Ngong Ping on Lantau Island. The fare of 
crystal cabin and standard cabin for adult are $200 and $160 per single trip.

MTR

East Rail Line - Admiralty to Lo Wu or Lok Ma Chau; 

Tuen Ma Line - Tuen Mun to Wu Kai Sha; 

Tsuen Wan Line - Tsuen Wan to Central; 

Kwun Tong Line - Whampao to Tiu Keng Leng; 

Tseung Kwan O Line - North Point to Po Lam or LOHAS Park; 

Island Line - Kennedy Town to Chai Wan; 

South Island Line - Admiralty to South Horizons; 

Tung Chung Line - Hong Kong to Tung Chung; 

Disneyland Resort Line - Disneyland Resort to Sunny Bay; 

The Airport Express - Hong Kong to AsiaWorld-Expo via Chek Lap Kok International Airport. Passengers 
taking the Airport Express Line can enjoy free in-town check-in service provided by major airlines at both Hong 
Kong Station and Kowloon Station.

The Light Rail provides local passenger transport within the northwestern part of the New Territories. It is 
supported by a feeder bus system that carries passengers to and from the outlying areas.

The direct train services, namely the Guangdong - Kowloon Through Train, the Beijing - Kowloon Through 
Train and the Shanghai - Kowloon Through Train are also available.



Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong High Speed Rail (HSR)

[ Hong Kong Section ] - High Speed Rail runs from Hong Kong West Kowloon Station to 58 stations in 
Mainland.  There is no intermediate station within the Hong Kong territory.

AIR Everyday, the Hong Kong International Airport at Chek Lap Kok, Lantau Island provides scheduled fl ights 
operated by more than 120 airlines. The Business Aviation Centre in the vicinity provides special access for 
important political/business people as well as parking bays for their private aircrafts. Regular airport coach 
services to major cities in Guangdong Province are available in the Arrivals Hall. The SkyPier also provides 
speedy ferry service for transit passengers.
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The tunnel connecting Discovery Bay and North Lantau Highway is not for public use. Only estate buses, 
vehicles with permits issued by the Discovery Bay Development Company, public buses or Taxis (red & 
blue) are allowed to use this tunnel.

FARES are correct as at 15 December 2022.

* Concessionary Tolls in eff ect until further notice


