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Legal Advisory and Conveyancing Office
Circular Memorandum No. 57

Fees charged for services delivered
by the Legal Advisory and Conveyancing Office (LACO)

A review of some of the non-statutory fees charged by LACO has recently
been completed.

A complete list of all current fees to be charged by LACO with effect from
15.5.2006 is set out on the Appendix. Fees demanded after this date will be at the revised
rates, notwithstanding an application for the service concerned has already been made.

Please note that the non-statutory fee to be charged by LACO for surrender
cases (other than for cases granted under the NT Small House policy) where the total number
of lots to be surrendered exceeds 100 will now be calculated on the basis of recovering the
cost to Government of providing the service. These larger cases are relatively uncommon
and almost invariably arise out of large land exchange transactions.

LACO will demand the payment of the standard fee of $15,250 in all
surrender cases (other than for cases granted under the NT Small House policy) following
receipt of applications. If it happens that the total number of lots to be surrendered in the
transaction ultimately exceeds 100, then LACO will demand any balance of the LACO fee
representing the difference between the cost to Government of providing its services and
$15,250 when the binding basic terms offer for the exchange transactions is issued.

Please also note that the standard fee at Item (E) on the Appendix to LACO
CM No. 43 has been deleted as it is no longer a requirement to sign an agreement where the
apportioned premium has been paid in a lump sum.



The standard fee at Item (F) on the Appendix to LACO CM No. 43 has also
been approved to be deleted.

LACO CM Nos. 43, 43C and 43D are hereby cancelled.

— Copies of this Circular Memorandum with its Appendix may be downloaded
from the Lands Department website at www.landsd.gov.hk.
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This message and any attachment is intended for the use of the addressee only. It may contain information which is confidential and/or legally privileged.
You are hereby notified that no unauthorised disclosure or use of this message is permitted. If you have received this message by mistake, please notify us
immediately and delete or destroy this message, as appropriate. Any liability arising from the use of this information is excluded.
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Don’t put your property at risk — make sure the Government rent is paid !
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Appendix

Rate with effect

Description from 15.5.2006
(A)  Lands Department Consent Scheme Fees
1) Consent to agreement for sale and purchase 22,400
(2 Consent to assignment, deed of exchange, etc. 19,600
3) Consent to tenancy agreement 2,960
4 Consent to building mortgage/charge 6,580
5) Consent to further building mortgage/charge 4,360
(6) Consent to amendment to approved form of agreement for 4,550
sale & purchase, deed of mutual covenant, etc.
(7) Consent to deed of variation of approved building 5,400
mortgage and/or further charge
(8) Approval of deed of mutual covenant 71,700
9) Approval of sub-deed of mutual covenant, supplementary 24,050
deed of mutual covenant or separate management
agreement
(10)  Approval of lease for communication network areas 7,750
(11) Reinstatement of consent to agreement for sale and 26,800
purchase to sell uncompleted units before compliance,
which has been suspended or cancelled for any reason
(B) Government Lease Fees
1) Preparation, signing and issue of Government lease & 39,950
counterpart
(2 Surrender of Government lease or other tenancy from the 15,250
Government (except in exchange for a new grant of land
for N.T. Small House cases) for cases of 1-100 lots (Note)
3) Surrender of Government lease or other tenancy from the 6,100

Government in exchange for a new grant of land for N.T.
Small House cases




Description

Rate with effect

from 15.5.2006

(C)  Government Built Housing Schemes Administrative Fees

1) Underlease 2,770
(@) Deed of surrender 2,330
3) Mortgage/legal charge 2,350
4) Reassignment 1,300
(5) Deed of variation of underlease 1,570
(6) Deed of release 1,790
@) Deed of disclaimer 1,490
(8) Undertaking 1,780
9 Nomination of beneficial successor 985

(10)  Appointment of appointed guardian 715

(11)  Transfer of title to civil servant — assignment 2,200
(12)  Transfer of title to civil servant — legal charge 1,990
(13) Transfer of title to civil servant — discharge of legal charge 1,660

(D)  Cooperative Building Societies Administrative Fees

1) Mortgage 1,830
(2 Reassignment 1,230
3) Transfer of title to civil servant — assignment 2,170
4) Transfer of title to civil servant — legal charge 1,500
(5) Transfer of title to civil servant — discharge of legal charge 1,130

Note : Fee for surrender of Government lease or other tenancy from the Government (except
in exchange for a new grant of land in N.T. Small House cases) for cases with over
100 lots will be charged on an individual case basis to recover the cost to the
Government of providing the service.
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