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Land Authority Consent Scheme -


Land Registry Trading Fund





	


		As a result of the establishment of the Land Registry Trading Fund (LRTF) on 1 August 1993, it is now necessary for government department users to pay for the services of the Land Registry.





2.		The Land Registry has published performance pledges to provide efficient services to both the public and Government customers.  However, the time taken by the Legal Advisory and Conveyancing Office (LACO) to obtain records of ownership and hard copies or photocopies of government land grants and other registered instruments from the Land Registry will be longer than the public owing to the procedures for complying with the relevant government accounting regulations.





3.		In order to avoid any delay in the processing of applications under the Land Authority Consent Scheme as a result of the ownership records and copies of land grant etc. being required for considering the applications, I have decided that with immediate effect all Consent Scheme applications should be accompanied by the following documents, obtained at the applicants’ expense:





(a)�
(i)�
a computer printout containing the historical and current ownership particulars of the subject property if such property is located in the Urban Area, or�
�
�
�
�
�
�
(ii)�
a copy of the Deed Register/Record of Owners showing the nature of instruments and memorial numbers of all documents registered against the subject property if such property is located in the New Territories; AND�
�
�
�
�
�
(b)�
�
a complete copy of the Government Grant (including all modifications and attachments thereto) affecting the subject property.�
�



These copies should be certified by the Land Registrar.

















4.		In case where any interest in the development concerned is required to be assigned to The Financial Secretary Incorporated under the terms of the Land Grant, an extra set of the aforesaid documents should be submitted which may be a plain copy of the certified documents obtained from the Land Registry.  This extra set is for use by the Financial Secretary Incorporated Scheme Section of LACO to facilitate settling the draft Deed of Mutual Covenant.





5.		For applications already received by LACO prior to the issue of this Circular Memorandum, the applicants may be called upon to provide the said certified copies where, in the opinion of LACO, they are necessary for processing the application.





6.		While there will be a small additional cost to applicants for the services of the LRTF, I believe this is the best way to avoid the possibility of any delay in issuing consent to the applicants.

















	(T. E. Berry)


	Principal Solicitor


	for Director of Lands
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